DISCIPLESHIP FUNDAMENTALS 
THE BIG 10

Fundamental #3 – Bible Memorization (Developing some kind of individualized Bible Memory Plan)

______________________________________________

DEVELOPING AN INDIVIDUAL BIBLE MEMORIZATION “PLAN” 
Be Competent – Why is that important? 

1) Gives us confidence in Christ
2) Gives others confidence in us
VERSE SUPPORT FOR THE NEED FOR “COMPETENCE”

2 Cor 3:4-5 - Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 

1 Peter 3:15 - But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have
Rom 15:14 - I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.

2 Tim 2:15-16 - Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

1 Cor 3:6-7 - I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 

THREE RECOMMENDATIONS WHEN MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE TO COMMUNICATE COMPETENCE IN BIBLE MEMORIZATION

1) MEMORIZE PERFECTLY - know scriptures “word for word” (exactly)
WHY - communicates competence 

WHY - decreases loss of  "verse integrity” (example - the game of repeating a quote "down the line" with a number of people = lost meaning)

2) MEMORIZE OUT OF SAME BIBLE TRANSLATION 
WHY - increases the chance of your memorizing perfectly

3) MEMORIZE REFERENCE, VERSE AND REFERENCE IN SEQUENCE (When quoting scripture, say the reference first, then the verse, then repeat the reference –  ex: say "Romans 3:23”, then quote the verse, then finish by saying "Romans 3:23”) 

WHY - confirms verse location in your mind

MAJOR REASON TO MEMORIZE SCRIPTURE - JESUS EXAMPLE 

1) Jesus quoted verbatim the Old Testament over 60 times in the New Testament. Additionally, there are over 100 other references of Jesus alluding to specific Old Testament scriptures in the Gospels
2) When personally tempted by the devil, Jesus quoted the Old Testament to defeat the devils schemes against him (Matthew 4: 1-11)

______________________________

MAJOR EXCUSE REGARDING BIBLE MEMORIZATION - the excuse that, "I'm not good at memorizing things" 

RESPONSE - Begin using your memory and develop your memory (Bible Memorization is “God”s Will”. Thus, you can ask for it with confidence for the ability to memorize effectively – I John 5:14-15)
TO BE EFFECTIVE IN MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE

1) Have a Bible Memory Plan (options below)

2) Make sure that it is a "good" Plan (one that works for you and accomplishes your goals)

3) Execute the “Good Plan” (Bible Memory Goals will be accomplished)

_______________________________

BIBLE MEMORY PLAN OPTIONS

1) Goal-set to memorize a certain number of verses per week

* If memorizing one verse per week = 52 per year. In ten years = over 500

2) Goal-set to memorize two verses per week (my recommendation) 

* over 100 verses memorized per year = over 1000 verses in 10 years 

* RECOMMENDATION - First memorize the 10 verse AWCFROGROL sequence (at two per week, your disciples will have all 10 “Big 10 verses” memorized in 5 weeks). After finishing those 10 verses, go from there as you wish in further Bible memory work at 2 per week (verses of your choosing)
3) Memory "Systems" (EX - the "Navigator Memory System") 

Memory note-cards to be reviewed in daily and systematically

* Create your own memory note-card system (buy memory verse note-cards or 3 X 5 cards and write your preferred verses to memorize yourself)

4) Read the same Bible passage(s) daily for a predetermined block of time (read a small book such as James or Philippians) or read selected passages daily for a month ….and the Bible will "become memorized" by the constancy of review

5) Use the Bible on C.D. or tape to memorize scripture - listen along and attempt to quote the verses while listening to the C.D. / tape

6) Make your own personal CD / tape of your favorite verses and review your recordings (Record selected verses quoting them over and over. Then listen to them regularly and re-quote them as you listen to them)

7) Other optional plans?

BONUS MEMORY ASSISTANT - Mega reading (memory absorption);  Read a large quantity of scripture regularly (quickly - not deeply or for meditation but for "verse immersion") AND further immerse yourself in the Bible through listening to the Bible on CD/tape. This combination will assist you in memorizing "verse fragments" (bits of verses that will stick in your memory because you see them/hear them regularly)

MEMORY "HELPS"

1) Write verses on paper/note-cards and put them on your walls, in your car, on your mirror for reminder/review (Deut 6 - verse depicted later)

2) Repeat verses out loud until to get the "verse rhythm" (flow of the verse)

3) Memorize scripture at night before going to bed (it will "stick" better)

4) Play the Bible on C.D/tape while going to sleep or after waking-

up (immerses into the sub-conscious)

5) Use multiple senses to memorize scripture to increase memory impact (read the verses out-loud to yourself - this uses both your eyes and ears) 

MAJOR ASSIST TO BIBLE MEMORY - ACCOUNTABILITY (use a partner)
Be accountable to another person or two in Bible Memorization (memorize scripture with someone else, mutually agreeing to hold each other accountable to a goal-set of specific verses to memorize each week or to a specific "number" of verses to memorize each week).

The verses can then be reviewed either "in-person" (weekly or bi-monthly meeting), by going over them weekly on the phone with your memory partner or by simply "asking each other" if they have accomplished their memory goals for the week in a weekly phone call
FINAL REVIEW POINTS

1) Find your rhythm - everyone is unique

2) Be "regular" in Bible memorization (don't "gorge" or will burn-out)

3) Partner up (use accountability to increase your Bible Memorization)

4) Get started and JUST DO IT (you have to start somewhere!)
_____________________

BIBLICAL SUPPORT FOR BIBLE MEMORIZATION

Col 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

John 2:22 - After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

John 15:20 - Remember the words I spoke to you 

Eph 5:19 - Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs

2 Tim 3:14-15 - But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures 

2 Peter 3:2 - I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. 

Deut 6:6-9 - These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Jeremiah 31:33 - This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.

Ps 37:31 - The law of his God is in his heart; his feet do not slip. 

Ps 40:8 - I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart. 

Ps 119:11 - I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 

John 14:26 - But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

THE END

