DISCIPLESHIP FUNDAMENTALS 
THE BIG 10

Fundamental #5 – The Bible Song (a tool to learn the books of the Bible in successive order)

______________________________________________

* Of the Big Ten, learning the Bible Song is not a primary fundamental. However, learning the Bible Song will assist the learning of other necessary fundamentals of discipleship
This fundamental uses a song to learn the books of the Bible in sequence, to the tune of “The Gilligan’s Island Theme Song”)

Question – What are the reasons for learning the books of the Bible in sequence?

Two responses:
1) The Bible Song allows an individual to “learn their way around the Bible” in order to assist in the competent study of it
VERESE SUPPORT 

2 Tim 2:15-16 - Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

Reminder - during last weeks teaching on Bible Memorization we addressed the need to be competent in the Word of God as a follower of Jesus. Why did we say that this was important? 

a) Gives us confidence in Christ

b) Gives others confidence in us

If we do not reasonably know our way around the Bible (in terms of where the books of the Bible are located), we diminish our capacity to study the Bible effectively but also risk losing the respect of those whom we are attempting to influence in relationship with Jesus
There is nothing more uncomfortable in a group setting as when a Bible passage is mentioned and individuals have to go to the Table of Contents to find the location of the passage being referred to in the group setting

In fact, in my experience, not knowing the books of the Bible is sometimes enough reason for a person to not feel uncomfortable attending a Bible Study (or church for that matter), since the person who is not familiar with the Bible risks embarrassment in appearing incapable of knowing Bible passages referred to by the speaker
This can sometimes trigger feelings of inferiority or unworthiness (when the person compares themselves to others), which in turn can impact their willingness to consider even an in initial relationship with Jesus
2) Singing to the Lord is a matter of obedience
VERSE SUPPORT
Eph 5:19 - Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 

Col 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God

* These verses do not ask us to sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs “if we have a good voice” or if we are not embarrassed to publicly sing. They simply command us to “sing”!

MAJOR EXCUSES TO NOT LEARN THE BIBLE SONG TO LEARN THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

1) I can’t sing well
2) I don’t like singing 
3) I’m embarrassed to sing in front of people
4) Other people won’t want to sing even in a group setting
5) The song is weird 

BOTTOM LINE – Learning the location of the books of the Bible via a tune/lyrics is the quickest way to memorize the sequence of the 66 books in the Old and New Testaments. 
* If you can find a better way to learn the books of the Bible in sequence, I will gladly adopt your “plan”. However, at this point, I have yet to find a better or more thorough way to learn the books of the Bible in order within 1-2 weeks (which is how quickly the song can be learned and books memorized in order)

* I, personally, still use this Bible Song to remember the location of certain Old Testament Books (specifically the regarding the order of some of the books of the Minor Prophets)

ANOTHER REASON FOR LEARNING THE BIBLE SONG AND SINGING IT PUBLICALLY
Helps overcomes “Fear” (in general) on the part of the disciples and the disciplers
Coaching Point - Your disciples are leaders. In fact, EVERY believer is called to be a leader, and is commanded to “make disciples” and to teach them to obey (Matthew 28:19-20)

BOTTOM LINE - ALL BELIEVERS must learn how to lead and initiate and must have courage in group settings to humble themselves and to take risks if they want to be a complete disciple or discipler of Jesus Christ
HOW TO TEACH THE BIBLE SONG IN A GROUP SETTING (group means 2 or more people)
* Use the NIV Bible Table of Contents 
WEEK #1

1) To begin the memory process, the “leader” sings the song through one complete time 
* the Gilligan’s Island Theme Song is sung 6 times over and over to completely memorize the entire 66 books of the Bible. Consequently, 6 verses are sung to complete the Bible Song; 4 verses are used to sing the Old Testament and two verses are used to sing the New Testament
2) The group turns to the Table of Contents 

3) The leader then goes through the entire song “line by line” as the group “marks” in their Table of Contents (with a pen or pencil) where to “pause” during the song and what “connector words” to add to the song in order to make the Bible Song “flow” lyrically

4) The group then sings the song together while looking at their Table of Contents as they begin to get a “feel” for the song rhythm 

5) The group then closes their Table of Contents and attempts to sing the song “by memory” with the leaders help (without peeking at the Table of Contents for the correct words), thus combining the tune and the lyrics to begin the actual memory process
6) The leader “starts” the song and quickly after starting the song for the group (within the first few “books”), the leader stops singing altogether, forcing the group to continue singing the song on their own, without the leaders assistance
The group is always more capable of memorizing and singing the song than they think they will be. They always end up adequately finishing the song on their own. Though they will stumble and need some help at certain points of the song, the leader simply re-enters at those points to “sing along” and takes the group through the rough spots
* Sing the song together 2-3 times or more the first time the Bible Song is taught to enable the group to get comfortable with the song lyrics and rhythm before ending the meeting (the goal is that the song tune and lyrics “stick” in the individuals heads sufficient to ensure their remembering the song during the ensuing week while working on the song without the help of the leader or group)
POTENTIAL "HELPS" TO SONG MEMORIZATION
1) The leader makes individuals a cassette tape to take home and in order to review the song
2) The leader sings the song on individual’s answering machines or cell phone voicemails
3) Group members sing the song to each other (partner-up – the power of accountability) during the week following the class (can be accomplished either in-person or over the phone)
FINAL THOUGHTS
1) Practice as a group the first time the song is introduced
2) Practice during week with a partner (accountability)
3) Sing at the following weeks meeting a further number of times (continue singing weekly until fully learned)
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS BY THE LEADER DURING ENSUING GROUP MEETINGS
1) Ask a volunteer to “start” the song in the group setting (they simply start singing.…Genesis Exodus…..)
2) Ask a volunteer sing the song alone

3) The Leader “picks” someone to start the song (encourages group preparedness that week)
4) The Leader “picks” someone to sing the song alone
* All individuals are responsible to learn the song within weeks (and they WILL be able to do this!)
THE END

___________________________
* THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE NOT PART OF THIS TEACHING. THESE COMMENTS BELOW WERE SIMPLY WRITTEN FOR THE NEW SONG TEACHING TEAM THAT IS USING THIS FOR THEIR “BIG 10” CLASS THIS FALL
* Final part of the teaching cassette tape to be received mid-week was three-fold:
1) I sang the complete Bible Song

2) I went over the “wording” of the Bible Song to be written in the Table of Contents 
3) I re-sand the complete Bible Song
