BIG 10 –    
#7     -   
Accountability 
_______________________________________

ACCOUNTABILITY; WHAT IT IS, AND WHAT IT IS NOT
ACCOUNTABILITY IS NOT Lordship (Lording it over on one another)
ACCOUNTABILITY IS giving others the right to ask questions of us (to increase the chance that we will “enter the narrow gate that leads to life” and not only “finish the race”, but finish strong)
Matt 20:25-28 - Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave — just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve

Matt 7:13-14 - "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

Acts 20:24 - However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me — the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

_________________________________________________
ACCOUNTABILITY IS NOT judging one another with an attitude of superiority toward another believer (deal gently with one another because we are all subject to weakness)
ACCOUNTABILITY IS carrying each others burdens and gracefully sharpening one another by building up, encouraging, teaching and correcting (when needful), according to sound Biblical Doctrine 
Romans 3:23 – all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Heb 3:13 - But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.
2 Tim 3:16-17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
Proverbs 27:17 - As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.

________________

REGARDING JUDGING ONE ANOTHER INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE BODY OF CHRIST 
COACHING POINTS
1) INSIDE of the Body of Christ, believers are to JUDGE one another on issues related to sin, according to the commands of the Word of God (This is how the Body of Christ protects itself)
First Corinthians 5:12 - What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 

2) INSIDE of the Body of Christ, believers are NOT TO JUDGE one another on “disputable matters” (issues not related to sin)

Rom 14:1 - Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters
3) OUTSIDE of the Body of Christ, believers are NOT TO JUDGE unbelievers (That is God’s job)
1 Corinthians 5:13 - God will judge those outside (of the Body of Christ)
      _______________________________________________
COACHING POINTS RELATED TO THE ISSUE OF “JUDGING”

There is a difference between judging on matters related to sin and on matters that are an issue of “opinion” 

What might be wise to one person may be foolish to another person
Examples – How you spend your money or how you spend your time may differ greatly. What would be obedience to one person may be disobedience to another person. However, in both cases, both individuals may be being obedient to their convictions where the Holy Spirit gives freedom to choose

Thus, grace should always given within the Body of Christ to one another on disputable matters (on non-sin issues, where we have the right to “agree to disagree on disputable matters)
1 Corinthians 4:1- 5 - So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God. 

________________________
EXAMPLE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONS (Personal Example – these are critical to my spiritual well-being)
* Notice how many of them are questions related to the BIG 10 

1) How much time have you spent in daily prayer? 

2) How much time have you spent in daily Bible reading/weekly Bible study? 

3) How much time have you spent in daily scripture memory? 

4) How fully have you "entered into the presence of God" this week? 

5) Who have you been praying for daily and what are you doing intentionally: 
        a) for those who you wish to accept Jesus? 
        b) For those who you are discipling/mentoring? 
        c) For those who are future prospects for discipling/mentoring? 
        d) For those who are discipling/mentoring you? 

6) How much time have you spent cultivating Intimacy with God this week in: 
        a) Fasting and Prayer? 
        b) Daily Solitude and Weekly Sabbath? 
        c) Worship through singing (alone or corporately)? 

7) Have you been absolutely pure and free of even a hint of sexual 
     immorality in thought or action this week? (I Timothy 5:2 & Ephesians 5:3) 

8) To what extent have you taken care of your body this week with proper: 
        a) Sleep? 
        b) Exercise? 
        c) Diet? 

9) Does your life feel "out of control" in regards to Time Management, and 
     if so, what are you doing about it? 

10) Have you been dishonest, misleading or deceitful in any way this week or in 
      answering these questions? 
________________________________________________________________

 

OTHER OPTIONAL QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
 

1) Have you been a good steward of your time/money/possessions? 
2) To what extent have your spending habits been under the control of God? 
3) Have you been paying your bills on time? 
4) To what extent have you been practically diminishing your "debt structure"? 
5) Are you attending your "local church" weekly? 
6) To what extent are you using your spiritual gift(s)? 
7) Have you given financially/sacrificially to your "local Church" this week? 

8) Have you harbored any anger, resentment, bitterness or unforgiveness? 
9) Have you compromised your testimony with others/caused people to stumble? 
10) Have you asked your wife/husband/children if they feel maximally loved? 
_________________________
THOUGHTS REGARDING WHICH QUESTIONS TO USE DURING ACCOUNTABILITY TIME IN A GROUP MEETING (“one on one” – discipler and disciple alone - or with multiple individuals in a group meeting)
1) Some questions are general and some are more specific to the persons accountability needs (what is a big issue to me might not be an issue to someone else, and vice versa. The goal is to keep oneself on the narrow path, given an individuals personal strengths and weaknesses)
2) All questions can be individually tailored for you (it is designed for YOUR accountability)
3) Recommendation – The disciplers (group leaders) questions are used by all disciples in the first few months of the group discipleship meetings (until the concept if fully understood). After that, the questions within a discipleship group can be tailored to each individual disciple

HOW TO DO ACCOUNTABILITY IN A DISCIPLESHIP GROUP MEETING

* Recommendation – Accountability questions should be addressed weekly or at least bi-monthly

1) Leader answers the questions in front of the group (Modeling)

2) The ensuing week, the group does the accountability questions w/one another

3) In ensuing weeks, the group does accountability with those outside the group 
     a) Back-door - evangelistic outreach (answers questions for an unbeliever)

     b) Front-door – discipleship (answers questions for a believer – expand vision)  
* Answering the Accountability Questions is not done regularly in the weekly group discipleship meetings because it takes too much time during a meeting
* Answering the questions, though best done in-person, can be done by phone, if that is needful or most expedient (nothing like being face to face)

FINAL THOUGHTS ON ACCOUNTABILITY
1) Accountability is an insurance policy against our personally destroying ourselves
2) It is best if you are accountable to someone you respect greatly (whom you don’t want to “let down”)

3) your accountability partner is to be of the same sex
4) Bottom Line with accountability – JUST DO IT
___________________________________________________________
ADDITIONAL BIBLICAL SUPPORT FOR ACCOUNTABILITY

Proverbs 9:8-9 - Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you.  Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning. 

Proverbs 12:1 - Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid. 

Proverbs 27:6 - Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 - Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 

Romans 15:1-2 - We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.

Galatians 6:2 - Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

2 Timothy 4:2-5 - Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

James 5:16 - Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

__________
THE END
